A novel cardio-excitatory peptide isolated from the atria of the African giant snail, Achatina fulica.
An undecapeptide which potentiates the beat of the ventricle in the African giant snail, Achatina fulica Ferussac, was purified from the atria of the snail. Its primary structure was determined to be H-Ser-Gly-Gln-Ser-Trp-Arg-Pro-Gln-Gly-Arg-Phe-NH2. This peptide was found to have excitatory actions not only on the ventricle but also on the penis retractor muscle, the buccal muscle and the identified neurons controlling the buccal muscle movement of Achatina.